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This memorial website was created to remember "Our Baby Bean" Austin Duane 
Shanks who past thru this world July 26, 2008. You will live forever in our lives 

and hearts. 
 
Although you were not here for long you made an impact on hearts that will last forever! 
 
My husband Tim & I grew up together. We both went our separate ways living our lives. We finally re-connected in 2006 and as we 
both always knew, we still loved each other. We were married July 6, 2007. The only thing missing was a child conceived together. 
On Christmas Eve 2007 it was confirmed that Austin Duane Shanks was on his way. We were so excited and so was Timmy, his big 
brother. Although Timmy was 15 at the time he so wanted a little brother. The hardest thing was the waiting. Then @ 36 weeks we 
were devastated to find that Austin had no heart beat. It was the worst day of our lives. As we continue on in our lives, Austin is still 
here with us and always will be. We carry him in our hearts everyday and will never forget that even though he did not stay long, he 

has made a lasting impressions on everyone's heart.  
 

Thank you for visiting our Angel Austin who is loved and missed by many. We would like to thank you for being one more added to 
that list.  

Tim & Charity Shanks 
 

Please light a candle so Austin may always find his way home!! 
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~ I Know You Loved Me ~ 
I heard each prayer you said for me, 
I heard each word you spoke in love. 
I heard all the hopes and dreams you had for me, 
I felt each loving touch of your hand, 
Each kiss, each cry. 
I felt all the tears you shed for me, 
I know you loved me, and still do! 
Although you can not hold my body, 
See my face, my tiny hands and feet, As long as you remember... 
My spirit is never gone! 
Even though God chose to take me home, 
God doesn't make mistakes! 
I wasn't an accident, 
I was conceived out of love. 



God chose your love to come together 
And create, give life, make love. 
I'm always there. 
Although I never breathed your air, or cried out loud 
That doesn't mean I never was, 
An angel never dies! 
I watch over you, and see all the love you have. 
I promise, another child you'll bear! Don't be sad for me, 
For I am in Jesus' lap. 
As long as you remember me... 
I'll always be there! 
  

  

 



 

We are a family forever and will love each other until the end of time.         

A LOVE SO GREAT  

I prayed that you would come to me and nestle in my womb, 
I waited for eternity and I was filled with doom. 

But then one day I realized that God had heard my prayer,  

My heart was filled with happiness when I found out you were there. 
I told the world about you, how you'd finally come to me, 

You touched the lives of all of us In that time you stayed with me. 
We wondered who you'd look like, we even chose your name, 

From the moment that I knew you things were not the same again. 
I wondered if your hair was fair and if your eyes were blue, 

Were you a boy or a little girl? I had such plans for you. 
I loved you every minute of every day that passed. 

I should have known such happiness could never really last. 
For just a short while later, God called you from above, 

He needed my dear Angel In his nursery up above. 



My heart was deeply saddened when I lost you, little one, 
My life felt very empty when I knew that you had gone. 

You must have been too precious to walk this earth with me, 
You wasn't meant to feel pain or ever hurt, you see. 

I know you're playing happily In Heaven's nursery up above, 
And I know that you can feel that I've sent you all my love. 

So play on and be happy with your family up there too, 

For life on earth is very short and soon I'll be with you. 
 

I am a Mother 
 

I've loved my child right from the start,  
A feeling that's filled my entire heart.  

I went through the labor and suffered the pain,  
For many long hours with nothing to gain.  

 
I've spent sleepless nights being awake,  

Though it's been a while my arms they still ache.  
I've sat and I've wondered of how he would grow,  

The love of my family that he'd come to know.  
 

The sound of his voice as he learns to talk,  
Watching his steps as he tries to walk.  

I have a child that I really love so,  
I am his mother yet nobody knows.  

 
I've spent all these months feeling him grow,  

I've lived through it all and have nothing to show.  
I don't get invited to chat with young mothers,  

Because I don't have a baby like all of the others.  
 

I've got some stretch marks that I'd like to hide,  
but I don't have a pram with a baby inside.  
The people I've known for so many years,  
Avoid me now, which adds to my tears.  

 
I don't know how long I'll be feeling like this,  



But one thing I know, my baby I miss.  
When Mother's day comes it will be very hard,  

I won't have any flowers, not even a card.  
 

And just because he's not here with me,  
I still have a son I wish I could see.  

But one thing I know and this is for sure,  
I'll be his mother forevermore! 

  

  

 

What Makes a Mother 

I thought of you all, I closed my eyes 
and prayed to God today. I asked what makes a Mother 

and I know I heard Him say, 
A Mother has a baby. 

This we know is true. But God can you be a Mother 
when your baby's not with you? Yes you can! He replied 

with confidence in His voice, 
"I give many women babies, 

when they leave is not their choice."Some I send for a lifetime 
and other's for a day. 

And some I send to feel your womb 
but there's no need to stay. I just don't understand this God, 

I want my baby here. He took a breath and cleared His throat 
and then I saw a tear. 

I wish I could show you 
what your child is doing today. If you could see your child smile 
with other children and say, We go to earth to learn our lessons 

of love and life and fear. 
My Mommy loved me oh so much 

I got to come straight here. 
I feel so lucky to have a Mom 
who had so much love for me 



I learned my lesson very quick 
My Mommy set me free. 

I miss my Mommy oh so much 
but I visit her each day. 
When she goes to sleep 

on her pillows where I lay. 
I stroke her hair and kiss her cheek 

and whisper in her ear, 
Mommy don't be sad today 

I'm your baby and I'm here."So you see 
my dear sweet one, 

your children are OK. Your babies are here in my home 
and this is where they'll stay. They'll wait for you with me 

until your lesson is through. 
And on that day that you come home 

they'll be at the gates for you. So now you see what makes a Mother. 
It's the feeling in your heart. 

It's the love you had so much of 
right from the very start. Though some on earth may not realize 

that you are a Mother until their time is done. 
They'll be up here with me one day 

and know you're the best one. 
  
 
 

 
Here I am from start to finish. I started as a "bean" and ended as a beautiful baby boy! 

 



 

 
Mommy and me at the hospital on the day I was born.              I look just like Mommy!! 
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Daddy and me at the hospital on the day I was born. 
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I found your website through missingangel.org.  I look at the site often and my daughter is also part of the sad group of 
babies gone too soon.  I'm so sorry that Austin is not with you.  My little Annika died on July 9, 2007 also at 36 weeks 
gestation.  She was our firstborn and is still the absolute love of our lives!  Not a day goes by where she is not thought of, 
loved, cried for, and missed.  I wish you the peace and strength you need to get through each day.  Again, my deepest 
sympathies..... 

  

Alison (Annika's mommy) 
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I thank you sooo very much for your kind words, and I too hope they have found each other and are keeping each other 
busy until we can make it home.  You know I had a friend tell me a story a few months after my daughter passed away 
that was very comforting to me.  It may seem a little out there but Im sure you will find as much comfort with it as I did. 

  

There was this little boy called home to be with god,  

and when he got there he thought, "Oh how beautiful," 

How nice it was to play among the angels and listen to their songs of praise. 

However after all the fun he had, the new-ness was beginning to become old. 

He was sitting on a tree stump pouting when Jesus walked up to him and asked, 

  



"My child, what could possibly be the matter?" 

  

The boy said 

"Father oh how beautiful it is to be here with you but I am bored; there's not even a  

can to kick around lord." 

  

Jesus then told the young boy, "Follow me my son." 

  

And so the boy did. They soon arrived to this beautiful mansion with flowers all over the place. 

When they walked through the door the boy then seen children of all ages playing tag, or tossing marbles, laughing and 
happy. 

  

The boy turned to Jesus and said; "I didn't know there were other children here." 

  

Well Jesus replied with the most beautiful words, "What would heaven be without babies, and children?" 

  

Those last words were the most comforting thing any one could have said to me.  Even though the words could never 
make my pain go away, I did begin to heal the night my best friends mother (who has also lost a child), leaned in to hug 
my neck and comfort me with a story.   

  



You are in my prayers and may god bless you with comfort, and peace.   
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I too lost my baby @ 36 weeks.  I am so sorry for the pain that your family is going through.  My baby has been gone 
since January and it still feels like yesterday.  Please know, that there are people out there that know what you are going 
through.  This pain that we carry, will never go away but we can just learn to live with it.  I pray that you's have the 
strength to make it through this horrible time! 
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Dearest Tim and Charity, 

  

I am so sorry for your loss, what a beautiful baby boy. I know your heartache and pain as do alot of people on this site. It 
means so much to know that they understand like no one else can. I want to Thank You for lighting a candle for my son 
Ryan, it meant alot to me. We are all in this together, one day when it is our turn we will be reunited with our children. 
What a wonderful day that will be!   

  

You and Austin will be in my prayers, and my heart. God Bless! 
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I'm so sorry for your loss. Your son is so beautiful. I'm sorry that you had to depart from him so soon.  He knows how 
much he was wanted and loved-this he will share proudly with all his angel brothers and sister in heaven.  May the Lord 
give you peace that surpasses our own understanding.  A big hug from my family to yours. 
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Dear Chairty and Tim, i am so sorry for the loss of this precious baby! We are all blessed to have seen him and will all 
hold the 3 of you in our hearts forever! I hope with time your pain will ease and the memories of him will last forever 

  

I love you  

  

Denielle  
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Sweet Austin have a beautiful day in the snow with all your angel 
friends. Throw snow balls at your mommy and daddy. Also send them 
lots of angel hugs and kisses. Always in my thoughts and prayers. Keep 
your mommy and daddy close and give them strength. Hugs and kisses! 

Sweet boy, I am so sorry for your loss :(. 

Daddy & I prayed for you so hard that when we found out you 
were coming we were so happy. Christmas day was when we 
told everyone. It was the best Christmas present your daddy & 
I could have ever gotten. I was so excited to tell everyone. I 
placed a note in a baby bottle and wrapped it as a gift from 
santa. When Mamaw opened it she had no idea it was from 
me. When she realized it was me she was so excited. You see, 
I have wanted children for as long as I can remember and have 
not been able to get pregnant. But when your daddy and I 
finally came together, it was magic. With in a year of getting 
back together we were married and pregnant with you. It 
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seemed that finally we were going to get the fairytale ending we wanted. With you and your brother we 
would be very happy and hope to add to our family. You are so wanted and loved by all of us.  

Buying your first outfit was the most fun for daddy and me. It 
was a Tony Stewart onesie. But our favorite outfit is what we 
took to bring you home in and instead had you buried in. 
Daddy and Grandpa Randy are big St. Louis Cardinals fans, 
so we bought you the outfit with a matching hat and red & 
white socks. Instead of wearing it home you will wear it 
always. You looked so cute in it and I wish we could have put 
the hat on you but it would have covered up your face so we 
laid it at your feet. We will always have those pictures and our 
memories of you wearing our favorite outfit picked just for 
you. We love you Austin! 

That morning in the hospital when we were told you had no heart beat was the worst of my life. We still 
had hope until the doctor confirmed you were gone. Daddy and I held each other and just cried for you. We 
lost our dreams we had for you and the hopes of what you would become. We were both trying to stay 
strong but that was a challenge. We had just lost our precious Austin that we had dreamed and hoped for. 
The hope we now have is that you are safe in heaven with family and that we will someday have little 
brothers and sisters that we can tell about you.  
 
Your big brother Timmy was so upset when he found out that he lost his little brother. He loves you very 
much! Watch over him and keep him safe. 



I remember how happy we were when we found out about Austin. We could not wait to meet him. We 
painted his room and bought him clothes that are just so very cute. Due to a blood clot we no longer have a 
sweet baby Austin. But I know we will be together again and we will be able to share all the love we have 
for him. 
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We found out you were on your way 

Passed away on July 26, 2008. 

Born in Union Hospital on July 26, 2008. 

This was Austin's due date 
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